
 
 

DATGANIAD BYD-EANG DROS Y TEULU 
 
Yr ydym ni, bobloedd sawl gwlad a diwylliant, yn ailddatgan y gwirionedd a 
gynhwysir yn y Datganiad Cyffredinol o Hawliau Dynol,1 ac a adleisir mewn 
cytundebau rhyngwladol2 a llawer o’n cyfansoddiadau cenedlaethol,3 mai “Y teulu 
yw uned naturiol a sylfaenol cymdeithas a chanddo’r hawl i amddiffyniad gan 
gymdeithas a’r Wladwriaeth.” Felly y mae’r teulu yn bodoli cyn y wladwriaeth ac yn 
meddu urddas cynhenid a hawliau y mae gwladwriaethau o dan orfodaeth moesol i’w 
hanrhydeddu a’u hamddiffyn. 
 
Yr ydym yn datgan mai’r teulu, cymuned cyffredinol wedi ei seilio ar undeb priodasol 
rhwng gŵr a gwraig, yw sylfaen cymdeithas, nerth ein cenhedloedd, a gobaith 
dynolryw. Fel sail sylfaenol pob gwareiddiad mewn hanes,4 y teulu yw rhagfur 
profedig rhyddid ac allwedd datblygiad, ffyniant, a heddwch. 
 
Y teulu hefyd yw ffynnon a chrud bywyd newydd, noddfa naturiol i blant, a’r ysgol 
gyntaf a phwysicaf i ddysgu’r gwerthoedd angenrheidiol ar gyfer lles plant a 
chymdeithas. Yn wir y teulu yw ein dolen gyswllt gyda’r gorffennol a’n pont i’r 
dyfodol.5 
 
Plant yw ein dyfodol, a chydnabyddwn yn ddiolchgar y gwasanaeth anhunanol a 
roddir gan rieni, neiniau a theidiau, gwarcheidwaid, a gofalwyr eraill sydd yn darparu 
cyfleoedd, fel y’u pennir yn y Datganiad o Hawliau’r Plentyn, i blant “ddatblygu’n 
gorfforol, yn feddyliol, yn foesol, yn ysbrydol ac yn gymdeithasol mewn modd iach a 
normal ac o dan amodau rhyddid ac urddas.”6 
 
Gan gydnabod, fel y mynegir yn y Datganiad Cyffredinol o Hawliau Dynol, fod “gan 
famolaeth a phlentyndod hawl i ofal a chymorth arbennig,”7 ac, fel y mynegir yn y 
Datganiad o Hawliau’r Plentyn, y dylai pob plentyn, “lle bo hynny’n bosibl, dyfu i 
fyny yng ngofal ac o dan gyfrifoldeb ei r[h]ieni,”8 yr ydym yn datgan mai teulu 
gweithredol, meithringar wedi ei seilio ar briodas rhwng gŵr a gwraig sydd yn cynnig 
yr amddifyniad sicraf o’r gofal arbennig a’r cymorth y mae gan blant hawl iddynt. 
 
Yn pryderu’n arw am y trallodion cynyddol sydd yn blino plant a chymdeithas 
oherwydd dirywiad cyflym priodas a theulu, cofiwn y sylw difrifol bod “trwy gydol 
hanes, cenhedloedd wedi gallu goroesi amryfal drychinebau – ymosodiadau, newynau, 
daeargrynfeydd, heintiau, dirwasgiadau – ond nid ydynt erioed wedi gallu goroesi 
chwalfa’r teulu.”9 Rydym yn cadarnhau’r hen air doeth na ellir rhoi trefn ar y byd heb 
yn gyntaf rhoi trefn ar y teulu.10 
 
Yr ydym yn galw am ddiwylliant sydd yn anrhydeddu ac yn hwyluso priodasau 
ffyddlon, boddhaus a gwydn; sydd yn cydnabod ac amddiffyn cyfraniadau o werth 
unigryw mamau a thadau fel ei gilydd at fywydau eu plant ac sydd yn hybu’r 



gwerthoedd a’r weledigaeth angenrheidiol er mwyn i bobl ifanc edrych ymlaen at a 
pharatoi ar gyfer priodas, a magu plant, llwyddiannus. 
 
Yr ydym yn galw ar swyddogion a llunwyr polisïau, yn ryngwladol, yn genedlaethol, 
ac ar bob lefel o lywodraeth i sefydlu polisïau yn ddi-oed a chyflawni mesurau i 
ddiogelu a chryfhau priodas a theulu. 
 
Yr ydym yn annog dinasyddion, arweinwyr, a phobl ddylanwadol ym mhob man i 
osod fel eu blaenoriaeth uchaf amddifyn a chryfhau’r teulu fel sail digymar 
gwareiddiad a’n hunig obaith am ffyniant, heddwch, a chynnydd. 
 
                                                 
1. UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, Article 16(3). 

2. International treaty provisions echoing Article 16(3) of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights: 

• INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS: “The 
family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to 
protection by society and the State.” Article 23(1). 

• INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL RIGHTS: “The widest possible protection and assistance should be 
accorded to the family, which is the natural and fundamental group unit of society, 
particularly for its establishment and while it is responsible for the care and education 
of dependent children.” Article 10(1). 

3. National constitutional provisions echoing Article 16(3) of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights: 

• AFGHANISTAN: "Family is the fundamental pillar of the society, and shall be 
protected by the state. The state shall adopt necessary measures to attain the physical 
and spiritual health of the family, especially of the child and mother." Chapter 2, 
Article 54. 

• ALBANIA: "Marriage and family enjoy special protection of the state." Part 2, 
Chapter 4, Article 53.2. 

• ALGERIA: "The family shall enjoy the protection of the State and of the society." 
Part 1, Chapter 4, Article 58. 

• ANDORRA: "The public authorities shall promote a policy of protection of the 
family, which is the basic foundation of society." Title 2, Chapter 3, Article 13.2. 

• ANGOLA: "The family is the basic nucleus of social organisation and shall be the 
object of special protection by the state." Title 2, Chapter 2, Section 1, Article 35.1. 

• ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: "Every person in Antigua and Barbuda is entitled to... 
protection for his family life." Chapter 2, Article 3.c. 

• ARMENIA: "The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society." 
Chapter 2, Article 35. 

• AZERBAIJAN: "Family as a basic element of society is under special protection of 
the state.... Family and marriage are protected by state. Maternity, paternity and 
childhood are protected by the law." Section 1, Chapter 2, Article 17.1; Section 2, 
Chapter 3, Article 34.3. 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.worldfamilydeclaration.org/WFD.htm#fnref2
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
http://www.worldfamilydeclaration.org/WFD.htm#fnref3
http://www.afghanembassy.com.pl/cms/uploads/images/Constitution/The%20Constitution.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Albania_2008.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Algeria_2008.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Andorra_1993.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Angola_2010.pdf
http://www.ab.gov.ag/pdf/ab_constitution.pdf
http://www.president.am/en/chapter2/
http://archive.president.az/browse.php?sec_id=52&lang=en


                                                                                                                                            
• BAHRAIN: "The family is the basis of society, deriving its strength from religion, 

morality and love of the homeland. The law preserves its lawful entity, strengthens its 
bonds and values, under its aegis extends protection to mothers and children, tends 
the young and protects them from exploitation and safeguards them against moral, 
bodily and spiritual neglect." Chapter 2, Article 5.a. 

• BELARUS: "Marriage, the family, motherhood, fatherhood, and childhood shall be 
under the protection of the State." Section 2, Article 32. 

• BENIN: "The State shall protect the family and particularly the mother and child." 
Title 2, Article 26. 

• BOLIVIA: "The State recognizes and protects the family as the fundamental nucleus 
of society, and guarantees the economic and social conditions necessary for its full 
development.... The marriage between a man and a woman is formed by legal bond." 
Section 6, Articles 62 and 63.1. 

• BRAZIL: "The family, which is the foundation of society, shall enjoy special 
protection from the State.... For purposes of protection by the State, the stable union 
between a man and a woman is recognized as a family entity, and the law shall 
facilitate the conversion of such entity into marriage." Title 7, Chapter 7, Article 226, 
Paragraph 3. 

• BULGARIA: "The family, motherhood, and childhood shall enjoy the protection of 
the State and society.... Matrimony shall be a voluntary union between a man and a 
woman. " Chapter 1, Article 14, and Chapter 2, Article 46(1). 

• BURKINA FASO: "The family is the basic unit of society. The State has the duty to 
protect it. Marriage is founded on the free consent of the man and of the woman." 
Title 1, Chapter 4, Article 23. 

• BURUNDI: "The family is the natural base cell of society.... Family and marriage are 
placed under the particular protection of the State. Title 2, Article 30. 

• CAMEROON: "The Nation shall protect and promote the family which is the natural 
foundation of human society." Preamble. 

• CAPE VERDE: "The family is the fundamental element and the basis of all society. 
The family must be protected by society and by the State to create conditions for the 
accomplishment of its social function and for the personal fulfillment of its 
members... The State and social institutions must create conditions to assure the unity 
and stability of the family." Title 5, Article 86.1-2, 4. 

• CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: "Marriage and the family constitute the natural 
and moral basis of the human community. They are placed under the protection of the 
State." Title 1, Article 6. 

• CHAD: "The family is the natural and moral basis of society. The state and the 
decentralised territorial collectivities have the duty to see to the well-being of the 
family." Title 2, Chapter 1, Article 37. 

• CHILE: "The family is the fundamental nucleus of society. It is the duty of the State 
to... provide protection for the people and the family, to promote the strengthening of 
the latter." Chapter 1, Article 1. 

• CHINA: "Marriage, the family and mother and child are protected by the state." 
Chapter 2, Article 49. 

• COLOMBIA: "The state... protects the family as the basic institution of society.... 
The family is the basic nucleus of society. It is formed on the basis of natural or legal 
ties, through the free decision of a man and woman to contract matrimony or through 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Bahrain_2002.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Belarus_2004.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Benin_1990.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Bolivia_2009.pdf
http://www2.camara.leg.br/english/brazilian-constitution-2
http://www.vks.bg/english/vksen_p04_01.htm
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Burkina_Faso_2012.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Burundi_2005.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Cameroon_2008.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Cape_Verde_1992.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Central_African_Republic_2010.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Chad_2005.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Chile_2012.pdf
http://english.gov.cn/2005-08/05/content_20813.htm
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Colombia_2005.pdf


                                                                                                                                            
the responsible resolve to comply with it. The State and society guarantee the integral 
protection of the family.... The family’s honor, dignity, and intimacy are inviolable. " 
Title 1, Article 5; Title 2, Chapter 2, Article 42. 

• CONGO: "The State has the obligation to assist the family in its mission as guardian 
of the morality and of the values compatible with the republican order.... Marriage 
and family are under the protection of the law." Title 2, Articles 31-32. 

• COSTA RICA: "The family, as [a] natural element and foundation of society, has 
the right to the special protection of the State... Marriage is the essential basis of the 
family." Title 5, Articles 51 and 52. 

• CÔTE D’IVOIRE (IVORY COAST) : "The family constitutes the basic unit of the 
society. The State assures its protection." Title 1, Chapter 1, Article 5. 

• CROATIA: "The family shall enjoy special protection of the state." Title 3, Chapter 
3, Article 61. 

• CUBA: "The State protects the family, motherhood and matrimony. The State 
recognizes in the family the fundamental cell of the society, and attributes to it 
essential responsibilities and functions in the education and training of the new 
generations. Marriage is the voluntary established union between a man and a 
woman." Chapter 4, Articles 35 and 36. 

• CZECH REPUBLIC: "Parenthood and the family are under the protection of the 
law." Charter of Fundamental Rights and Basic Freedoms, Chapter 4, Article 32(1). 

• DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: "All individuals have the right to 
marry a person of their choice of the opposite sex and to create a family. The family, 
the basic unit of the human community, is organized in a way which ensures its unity, 
stability and protection. It is placed under the protection of the public authorities." 
Title 2, Chapter 2, Article 40. 

• DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: "The family is the foundation of the society and it is the 
basic space for the integral development of persons.... The State guarantees the 
protection of the family.... The State shall promote and protect the family 
organization based on the institution of marriage between a man and a woman." Title 
2, Chapter 1, Section 2, Article 55(2)-(3). 

• ECUADOR: "The State shall protect it as the fundamental core of society and shall 
guarantee conditions that integrally favor the achievement of its goals.... Marriage is 
the union of man and woman." Title 2, Chapter 6, Article 67. 

• EQUATORIAL GUINEA: "The state shall ensure the protection of the family as the 
foundation of the society and shall secure the moral, cultural and economic conditions 
favorable to the achievement of objectives." Part 1, Article 21. 

• EL SALVADOR: "The family is the fundamental basis of society and shall have the 
protection of the State... The legal foundation of the family is marriage." Title 2, 
Chapter 2, Section 1, Article 32. 

• ERITREA: "The State shall encourage values of community solidarity and love and 
respect of the family.... The family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and 
is entitled to the protection and special care of the State and society." Chapter 2, 
Article 9.2; Chapter 3, Article 22.1. 

• ESTONIA: "The family, being fundamental to the preservation and growth of the 
nation and as the basis of society shall be protected by the state." Chapter 2, Article 
27. 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Congo_2001.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Costa_Rica_2011.pdf
http://abidjan.usembassy.gov/ivoirian_constitution2.html
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Croatia_2001.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Cuba_2002.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Czech_Republic_2002.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_2011.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Dominican_Republic_2010.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Ecuador_2008.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Equatorial_Guinea_1995.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/El_Salvador_2003.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Eritrea_1997.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Estonia_2003.pdf


                                                                                                                                            
• ETHIOPIA: "The family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and is 

entitled to protection by society and the State." Chapter 3, Part 2, Article 34.3. 
• GABON: "The family is the basic natural unit of society; marriage is the legitimate 

support of it. They shall be placed under the particular protection of the State." 
Article 1(14). 

• GERMANY: "Marriage and the family shall enjoy the special protection of the 
state." Title 1, Article 6(1). 

• GHANA: "The protection and advancement of the family as the unit of society are 
safeguarded in promotion of the interest of children." Chapter 5, 28(1)(e). 

• GREECE: "The family, being the cornerstone of the preservation and the 
advancement of the Nation, as well as marriage, motherhood and childhood, shall be 
under the protection of the State." Part 2, Article 21.1. 

• GUATEMALA: "Recognizing the family as the primary and fundamental genesis of 
the spiritual and moral values of the society and the State.... The State guarantees the 
social, economic, and juridical protection of the family." Preamble; Title 2, Chapter 2, 
Section 1, Article 47. 

• HAITI: "The State protects the family, which is the foundation of society." Title 10, 
Article 259. 

• HONDURAS: "The family, marriage, motherhood and childhood are under the 
protection of the State." Part 3, Chapter 3, Article 111. 

• HUNGARY: "We hold that the family and the nation constitute the principal 
framework of our coexistence.... Hungary shall protect the institution of marriage as 
the union of a man and a woman established by voluntary decision, and the family as 
the basis of the nation’s survival." National Avowal, Foundation, Article L(1). 

• IRAN: "The family unit is the basis of society, and the true focus for the growth and 
elevation of mankind. Harmony of beliefs and aspirations in setting up the family is 
the true foundation of the movement towards the development and growth of 
mankind. This has been a fundamental principle. Providing the opportunities for these 
objectives to be reached is one of the duties of the Islamic Government.... Since the 
family is the fundamental unit of Islamic society, all laws, regulations, and pertinent 
programs must tend to facilitate the formation of a family, and to safeguard its 
sanctity and the stability of family relations." Preamble; Chapter 1, Article 10. 

• IRELAND: "The State recognises the Family as the natural primary and fundamental 
unit group of Society, and as a moral institution possessing inalienable and 
imprescriptible rights, antecedent and superior to all positive law. The State, 
therefore, guarantees to protect the Family in its constitution and authority, as the 
necessary basis of social order and as indispensable to the welfare of the Nation and 
the State." Article 41.1.1°- 2°. 

• ITALY: "The Republic recognizes the rights of the family as a natural society 
founded on marriage." Title 2, Article 29. 

• KAZAKHSTAN: "Marriage and family, motherhood, fatherhood and childhood 
shall be under the protection of the state." Section 2, Article 27.1. 

• KENYA: "The family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and the 
necessary basis of social order, and shall enjoy the recognition and protection of the 
State." Chapter 4, Part 2, Article 45(1). 

• KOSOVO: "Family enjoys special protection by the state in a manner provided by 
law." Chapter 2, Article 37.3. 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Ethiopia_1994.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Gabon_1997.pdf
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gg/basic_law_for_the_federal_republic_of_germany.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Ghana_1996.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Greece_2008.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Guatemala_1993.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Haiti_2012.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Honduras_2012.pdf
http://www.kormany.hu/download/4/c3/30000/THE%20FUNDAMENTAL%20LAW%20OF%20HUNGARY.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/rcw/rcw/jurisdictions/assc/iranislamicrepof/iran_constitution.htm
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Ireland_2012.pdf
http://www.senato.it/documenti/repository/istituzione/costituzione_inglese.pdf
http://www.constcouncil.kz/eng/norpb/constrk/
http://www.kemsa.co.ke/pdfs/The%20Constitution%20of%20Kenya.pdf
http://www.confcoconsteu.org/en/congress/congress-XVI/Constitution_of_the_Republic_of_Kosovo_-_E.pdf


                                                                                                                                            
• KUWAIT: "The family is the corner-stone of Society.... Law shall preserve the 

integrity of the family, strengthen its ties, and protect under its support motherhood 
and childhood." Part 2, Article 9. 

• KYRGYZ REPUBLIC: "Family shall be the foundation of the society. Family, 
paternity, maternity and childhood shall be the subject of care of the entire society 
and preferential protection by law." Section 1, Chapter 2, Article 36.1. 

• LATVIA: "The State shall protect and support marriage – a union between a man and 
a woman, the family, the rights of parents and rights of the child." Chapter 8, Article 
110. 

• LIBYA: "Family shall be the basis of society and shall be protected by the State. The 
State shall protect and encourage marriage." Chapter 1, Article 5. 

• LITHUANIA: "The family shall be the basis of society and the State. Family, 
motherhood, fatherhood and childhood shall be under the protection and care of the 
State. Marriage shall be concluded upon the free mutual consent of man and woman." 
Chapter 3, Article 38. 

• LUXEMBOURG: "The State guarantees the natural rights of the human person and 
of the family." Chapter 2, Article 11(1). 

• MACEDONIA: "The Republic provides particular care and protection for the 
family." Section 2, Part 2, Article 40. 

• MADAGASCAR: "The family, natural and fundamental element of the society, is 
protected by the State. "The family, the natural and fundamental element of society, is 
protected by the State.... The State assures the protection of the family for its free 
development as well as that of the mother and the child." Title 2, Subtitle 2, Articles 
20-21. 

• MALAWI: "The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 
entitled to protection by society and the State." Chapter 4, Article 22(1). 

• MAURITANIA: "The family [is] the basic unit of the Islamic society.... The State 
and the society protect the family." Preamble; Title 1, Article 16. 

• MOLDOVA: "The family is the natural and fundamental constituent of society, and 
as such has the right to be protected by the State and by society. The family is 
founded on the freely consented marriage of husband and wife." Title 2, Chapter 2, 
Article 48(1)-(2). 

• MONGOLIA: "The State shall protect the interests of the family, motherhood and 
the child." Chapter 2, Article 16.11. 

• MONTENEGRO: "Family shall enjoy special protection." Part 2, Section 4, Article 
72. 

• MOZAMBIQUE: "The family is the fundamental unit and the basis of society." Title 
4, Chapter 3, Article 119.1. 

• NAMIBIA: "The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 
entitled to protection by society and the State." Chapter 3, Article 14(3). 

• NICARAGUA: "The family is the fundamental nucleus of society and has the right 
to protection by society and the State." Title 4, Chapter 4, Article 70. 

• NIGER: "Marriage and family constitute the natural and moral foundation of the 
human community. Both are placed under the protection of the State." Title 2, Article 
21. 

http://www.pm.gov.kw/en/state_Of_Kuwait/kuwaitConstitution.jsp
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Kyrgyz_Republic_2010.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Latvia_2007.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Libya_2011.pdf
http://www3.lrs.lt/home/Konstitucija/Constitution.htm
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Luxembourg_2009.pdf
http://www.sobranie.mk/en/default.asp?ItemID=9F7452BF44EE814B8DB897C1858B71FF
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Madagascar_2010.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Malawi_1999.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Mauritania_2012.pdf
http://ijc.md/Publicatii/mlu/legislatie/Constitution_of_RM.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Mongolia_2001.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Montenegro_2007.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Mozambique_2007.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Namibia_2010.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Nicaragua_2005.pdf
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Niger_2010.pdf


                                                                                                                                            
• NORTH KOREA: "Marriages and the family shall be protected by the State. The 

State pays great attention to consolidating the family, the basic unit of social life." 
Chapter 5, Article 78. 

• OMAN: "The family is the basis of society, and the Law regulates the means of 
protecting it, safeguarding its legal structure, reinforcing its ties and values, providing 
care for its members, and creating suitable conditions for the development of their 
aptitudes and capabilities." Chapter 2, Article 12. 

• PAKISTAN: "The State shall protect the marriage, the family, the mother and the 
child." Part 2, Chapter 2.35. 

• PANAMA: "The State protects marriage, motherhood and the family." Title 3, 
Chapter 2, Article 56. 

• PAPUA NEW GUINEA: "We... call for... the family unit to be recognized as the 
fundamental basis of our society, and for every step to be taken to promote the moral, 
cultural, economic and social standing of the Melanesian family." Preamble 1(5). 

• PARAGUAY: "The family is the foundation of society. Its complete protection will 
be promoted and guaranteed. It includes the stable union of a man and a woman, the 
children, and the community formed with anyone of their progenitors and their 
descendants." Part 1, Title 2, Chapter 4, Article 49. 

• PERU: "The community and the State... protect the family and promote marriage, 
which are recognized as natural and fundamental institutions of society." Section 1, 
Chapter 1, Article 4. 

• PHILIPPINES: "The State recognizes the sanctity of family life and shall protect 
and strengthen the family as a basic autonomous social institution.... The State 
recognizes the Filipino family as the foundation of the nation. Accordingly, it shall 
strengthen its solidarity and actively promote its total development. Marriage, as an 
inviolable social institution, is the foundation of the family and shall be protected by 
the State. " Article 2, Section 12; Article 15, Sections 1-2. 

• POLAND: "Marriage, being a union of a man and a woman, as well as the family, 
motherhood and parenthood, shall be placed under the protection and care of the 
Republic of Poland." Chapter 1, Article 18. 

• PORTUGAL: "As a fundamental element in society, the family shall possess the 
right to protection by society and the state and to the effective implementation of all 
the conditions needed to enable family members to achieve personal fulfilment." Title 
3, Chapter 2, Article 67.1. 

• QATAR: "The family is the nucleus of society.... The law regulates the means 
capable of its protection, maintaining its structure, strengthening its ties, and 
safeguarding motherhood, childhood, and old age within its framework." Part 2, 
Article 21. 

• RUSSIA: "Maternity and childhood, and the family shall be protected by the State." 
Section 1, Chapter 2, Article 38. 

• RWANDA: "The family, which is the natural foundation of Rwandan society, is 
protected by the State. Both parents have the right and duty to bring up their children. 
The State shall put in place appropriate legislation and institutions for the protection 
of the family and the mother and child in particular in order to ensure that the family 
flourishes." Title 2, Chapter 1, Article 27. 

• SAINT LUCIA: "Every person in Saint Lucia is entitled to... protection for his 
family life." Chapter 1, Article 1(c). 
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• SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE: "As the fundamental element of the society, the 

family has the right to the protection of the society and of the state." Part 2, Title 3, 
Article 50.1. 

• SAUDI ARABIA (Basic Law of Governance): "The family is the nucleus of Saudi 
Society.... The state shall aspire to promote family bonds." Chapter 3, Articles 9-10. 

• SENEGAL: "Marriage and the family constitute the natural and moral base of the 
human community. They are placed under the protection of the State." Title 2, Article 
17. 

• SERBIA: "Families, mothers, single parents and any child in the Republic of Serbia 
shall enjoy special protection." Part 2.2, Article 66. 

• SEYCHELLES: "The State recognises that the family is the natural and fundamental 
element of society and undertakes to promote the legal, economic and social 
protection of the family." Chapter 3, Part 1, Article 32(1). 

• SLOVAK REPUBLIC: "Matrimony, parenthood, and family shall be protected by 
the law." Title 2, Section 5, Article 41(1). 

• SLOVENIA: "The state shall protect the family, motherhood, fatherhood, children 
and young people and shall create the necessary conditions for such protection." Part 
2, Article 53. 

• SOMALIA: "Marriage is the basis of the family, which is the foundation of society. 
Its protection is a legal duty of the state." Chapter 2, Title 2, Article 28(1). 

• SOUTH SUDAN: "Family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and shall be 
protected by law. All levels of government shall promote the welfare of the family 
and enact the necessary laws for its protection." Part 2, Article 39(1)-(2). 

• SPAIN: "The public authorities ensure social, economic and legal protection of the 
family." Part 1, Chapter 3, Article 39.1. 

• SRI LANKA: "The State shall recognize and protect the family as the basic unit of 
society." Chapter 6, Article 27(12). 

• SUDAN: "The family is the natural and fundamental unit of the society and is entitled 
to the protection of the law; the right of man and woman to marry and to found a 
family shall be recognized." Part 1, Chapter 2, Article 1(15). 

• SURINAME: "The family is recognized and protected." Chapter 6, Section 9, Article 
35.1. 

• SWAZILAND: "The family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and is 
entitled to protection by the State.... Society and the State have the duty to preserve 
and sustain the harmonious development, cohesion and respect for the family and 
family values." Chapter 3, Article 27(3) and (5). 

• SYRIA: "The family shall be the nucleus of society and the law shall maintain its 
existence and strengthen its ties; the state shall protect and encourage marriage." 
Chapter 1, Part 3, Article 20(1)-(2). 

• TAJIKISTAN: "The state shall protect the family as the basis of society." Chapter 2, 
Article 33. 

• TIMOR-LESTE: "The State protects the family as the society’s basic unit and 
condition for the harmonious development of the person." Part 2, Title 2, Section 
39.1. 

• TOGO: "The state shall have the obligation to assure protection of marriage and the 
family." Title 2, Subtitle 1, Article 31. 
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• TUNISIA: "The family is the basic structure of society and the State shall protect it." 

Chapter 1, Article 7. 
• TURKEY: "Family is the foundation of the Turkish society... The State shall take the 

necessary measures and establish the necessary organization to protect peace and 
welfare of the family, especially mother and children" Part 2, Chapter 3.1, Article 41. 

• UGANDA: "The family is the natural and basic unit of society and is entitled to 
protection by society and the State." Preamble 19. 

• UKRAINE: "Marriage is based on the free consent of a woman and a man.... The 
family, childhood, motherhood and fatherhood are under the protection of the State." 
Title 2, Article 51. 

• UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: "The family shall be the basis of society. Its support 
shall be religion, ethics and patriotism. The law shall guarantee its existence and shall 
safeguard it and protect it from corruption." Chapter 2, Article 15. 

• URUGUAY: "The family is the basis of our society. The State shall safeguard its 
moral and material stability so that children may be properly reared within that 
society." Section 2, Chapter 2, Article 40. 

• UZBEKISTAN: "The family is the primary unit of society and shall have the right to 
state and societal protection." Part 3, Chapter 14, Article 63. 

• VENEZUELA: "The State shall protect families as a natural association in society, 
and as the fundamental space for the overall development of persons." Title 3, 
Chapter 5, Article 75. 

• VIETNAM: "The family is the nucleus of society. The State protects marriage and 
the family." Chapter 5, Article 64. 

• YEMEN: "The family is the basis of society... The law shall maintain the integrity of 
the family and strengthen its ties." Part 1, Chapter 3, Article 26. 

• ZIMBABWE: "The State and all institutions and agencies of government at every 
level must protect and foster the institution of the family." Chapter 2, Article 25. 

4. "The family has been the ultimate foundation of every civilization known to history." Will 
Durant, The Mansions of Philosophy: A Survey of Human Life and Destiny (New York: 
Simon & Schuster, 1929), 395. William James Durant (1885–1981) was a prolific historian 
and author. With his wife, Ariel, he wrote an eleven-volume history of the world entitled The 
Story of Civilization. They were awarded the Pulitzer Prize for General Non-Fiction and the 
US Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

5. “In every conceivable manner, the family is link to our past, bridge to our future.” Alex 
Haley (1921-1992, author of Roots: The Saga of an American Family), quoted on 
http://www.alex-haley.com/alex_haley_quotes.htm. 

6. DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, Article 2. 

7. UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, Article 25(2). 

8. DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, Article 6. 

9. Michael Novak, “The Family Out of Favor,” Harper’s Magazine 252:1511 (1 April 1976), 
42. Michael Novak (b. 1933) is an author, philosopher, and diplomat, serving as U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in 1981 and 1982, and 
leading the U.S. delegation to the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe in 1986. 
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10. Confucius (551-479 BC; Chinese teacher, politician, and philosopher): “The illustrious 
ancients, when they wished to make clear and to propagate the highest virtues in the world, 
put their states in proper order. Before putting their states in proper order, they regulated their 
families. Before regulating their families, they cultivated their own selves.... When their 
selves were cultivated, their families became regulated. When their families became 
regulated, their states came to be put into proper order. When their states came to be put into 
proper order, then the whole world became peaceful and happy.” From “The Great Learning,” 
quoted in Will Durant, The Greatest Minds and Ideas of All Time (New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 2002), 12; and see Wing-Tsit Chan, A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1969), 86-87. 
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