Declaración Mundial por la Familia
Nosotros, gentes procedentes de diferentes países y culturas, reafirmamos la verdad contenida en la
Declaración Universal de Derechos Humanos 1 y refrendada en los tratados internacionales 2 y en muchas
de nuestras constituciones nacionales 3 , que “La familia es el elemento natural y fundamental de la
sociedad y tiene derecho a la protección de la sociedad y del Estado.” Por lo tanto, la familia existe con
anterioridad al Estado y posee una dignidad y derechos inherentes que el Estado tiene la obligación de
respetar y proteger.
Declaramos que la familia, una comunidad universal basada en la unión marital de un hombre y una
mujer, es la base de la sociedad, la fortaleza de nuestras naciones y la esperanza de la humanidad. Y que
como fundamento de toda civilización conocida en la historia 4, la familia es el baluarte de la libertad y la
clave del desarrollo, la prosperidad y la paz.
La familia es asimismo origen y cuna de cada nueva vida, refugio natural de la infancia y la primera y
principal escuela para la transmisión de los valores necesarios para el bienestar de los niños y la sociedad.
La familia es verdadero nexo de unión con el pasado y puente hacia el futuro 5.
Los niños son nuestro futuro, por eso reconocemos agradecidos el servicio desinteresado que llevan a
cabo los padres, abuelos, tutores y otros educadores que dan a los niños la oportunidad, como establece la
Declaración de los Derechos del Niño, “para que pueda desarrollarse física, mental, moral, espiritual y
socialmente de forma saludable y normal, así como en condiciones de libertad y dignidad” 6.
Reconocemos que, como establece la Declaración Universal de Derechos Humanos, “la maternidad y la
infancia tienen derecho a cuidados y asistencia especiales” 7, y que de acuerdo con la Declaración de los
Derechos del Niño, cada niño debe, “siempre que sea posible, crecer al amparo y bajo la responsabilidad
de sus padres” 8. Declaramos que la familia fundada en el matrimonio de un hombre y una mujer es la
mejor garante y salvaguarda de esos cuidados y asistencia especiales que los niños necesitan.
Gravemente preocupados por la creciente inestabilidad que afecta a los niños y a la sociedad como
consecuencia del acelerado declive del matrimonio y la familia, recordamos la sabia observación de que
“A lo largo de la historia, las naciones han sido capaces de sobrevivir a una multiplicidad de desastres invasiones, hambrunas, terremotos, epidemias, crisis-, pero nunca han sido capaces de sobrevivir a la
desintegración de la familia” 9. Afirmamos la sabiduría antigua de que el mundo no puede ser puesto en
orden sin poner antes en orden la familia 10.
Reclamamos una cultura que reconozca y favorezca la estabilidad y la fidelidad matrimonial; que ensalce
y proteja la valiosa e insustituible contribución tanto de las madres como de los padres en la vida de sus
hijos; y que promueva los valores y la preparación necesarios para que los jóvenes puedan afrontar con
éxito en el futuro su matrimonio y su paternidad.
Reclamamos a los políticos y gobernantes, a nivel nacional e internacional, y en todos los niveles de las
administraciones, que establezcan sin dilación políticas y apliquen medidas para preservar y fortalecer el
matrimonio y la familia.
Instamos a los líderes, personas influyentes y a todos los ciudadanos del mundo a que establezcan como
su máxima prioridad la protección y el fortalecimiento de la familia como el fundamento insustituible de
la civilización y nuestra única esperanza para lograr el progreso, la prosperidad y la paz.
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DECLARACIÓN UNIVERSAL DE DERECHOS HUMANOS (Art. 16.3)
Tratados internacionales que se hacen eco del Artículo 16.3 de la Declaración Universal de Derechos
Humanos:
PACTO INTERNACIONAL DE DERECHOS CIVILES Y POLÍTICOS: “La familia es el elemento natural y
fundamental de la sociedad y tiene derecho a la protección de la sociedad y del Estado” (Art.23.1).
PACTO INTERNACIONAL DE DERECHOS ECONÓMICOS, SOCIALES Y CULTURALES: “Se debe
conceder a la familia, que es el elemento natural y fundamental de la sociedad, la más amplia protección y asistencia
posibles, especialmente para su constitución y mientras sea responsable del cuidado y la educación de los hijos a su
cargo” (Art. 10.1).
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Constituciones nacionales que se hacen eco del Artículo 16.3 de la Declaración Universal de Derechos
Humanos:
AFGHANISTAN: “Family is the fundamental pillar of the society, and shall be protected by the state. The state shall
adopt necessary measures to attain the physical and spiritual health of the family, especially of the child and mother.”
Chapter 2, Article 54.
ALBANIA: “Marriage and family enjoy special protection of the state.” Part 2, Chapter 4, Article 53.2.
ALGERIA: “The family shall enjoy the protection of the State and of the society.” Part 1, Chapter 4, Article 58.
ANDORRA: “The public authorities shall promote a policy of protection of the family, which is the basic foundation
of society.” Title 2, Chapter 3, Article 13.2.
ANGOLA: “The family is the basic nucleus of social organisation and shall be the object of special protection by the
state.” Title 2, Chapter 2, Section 1, Article 35.1.
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: “Every person in Antigua and Barbuda is entitled to… protection for his family life.”
Chapter 2, Article 3.c.
ARMENIA: “The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society.” Chapter 2, Article 35.
AZERBAIJAN: “Family as a basic element of society is under special protection of the state…. Family and marriage
are protected by state. Maternity, paternity and childhood are protected by the law.” Section 1, Chapter 2, Article
17.1; Section 2, Chapter 3, Article 34.3.
BAHRAIN: “The family is the basis of society, deriving its strength from religion, morality and love of the
homeland. The law preserves its lawful entity, strengthens its bonds and values, under its aegis extends protection to
mothers and children, tends the young and protects them from exploitation and safeguards them against moral, bodily
and spiritual neglect.” Chapter 2, Article 5.a.
BELARUS: “Marriage, family, motherhood, fatherhood, and childhood shall be under the protection of the State. On
reaching the age of consent a woman and a man shall have the right to enter into marriage on a voluntary basis and
found a family.” Section 2, Article 32.
BENIN: “The State shall protect the family and particularly the mother and child.” Title 2, Article 26.
BOLIVIA: “The State recognizes and protects the family as the fundamental nucleus of society, and guarantees the
economic and social conditions necessary for its full development…. The marriage between a man and a woman is
formed by legal bond.” Section 6, Articles 62 and 63.1.
BRAZIL: “The family, which is the foundation of society, shall enjoy special protection from the State…. For
purposes of protection by the State, the stable union between a man and a woman is recognized as a family entity, and
the law shall facilitate the conversion of such entity into marriage.” Title 7, Chapter 7, Article 226, Paragraph 3.
BULGARIA: “The family, motherhood, and childhood shall enjoy the protection of the State and society.…
Matrimony shall be a voluntary union between a man and a woman. ” Chapter 1, Article 14, and Chapter 2, Article
46(1).
BURKINA FASO: “The family is the basic unit of society. The State has the duty to protect it. Marriage is founded
on the free consent of the man and of the woman.” Title 1, Chapter 4, Article 23.
BURUNDI: “The family is the natural base cell of society…. Family and marriage are placed under the particular
protection of the State. Title 2, Article 30.
CAMEROON: “The Nation shall protect and promote the family which is the natural foundation of human society.”
Preamble.
CAPE VERDE: “The family is the fundamental element and the basis of all society. The family must be protected
by society and by the State to create conditions for the accomplishment of its social function and for the personal
fulfillment of its members… The State and social institutions must create conditions to assure the unity and stability
of the family.” Title 5, Article 86.1-2, 4.
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: “Marriage and the family constitute the natural and moral basis of the human
community. They are placed under the protection of the State.” Title 1, Article 6.
CHAD: “The family is the natural and moral basis of society. The state and the decentralised territorial collectivities
have the duty to see to the well-being of the family.” Title 2, Chapter 1, Article 37.
CHILE: “The family is the fundamental nucleus of society. It is the duty of the State to… provide protection for the
people and the family, to promote the strengthening of the latter.” Chapter 1, Article 1.
CHINA: “Marriage, the family and mother and child are protected by the state.” Chapter 2, Article 49.
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COLOMBIA: “The state… protects the family as the basic institution of society…. The family is the basic nucleus
of society. It is formed on the basis of natural or legal ties, through the free decision of a man and woman to contract
matrimony or through the responsible resolve to comply with it. The State and society guarantee the integral
protection of the family…. The family’s honor, dignity, and intimacy are inviolable. “ Title 1, Article 5; Title 2,
Chapter 2, Article 42.
CONGO: “The State has the obligation to assist the family in its mission as guardian of the morality and of the
values compatible with the republican order…. Marriage and family are under the protection of the law.” Title 2,
Articles 31-32.
COSTA RICA: “The family, as [a] natural element and foundation of society, has the right to the special protection
of the State... Marriage is the essential basis of the family.” Title 5, Articles 51 and 52.
CÔTE D’IVOIRE (IVORY COAST): “The family constitutes the basic unit of the society. The State assures its
protection.” Title 1, Chapter 1, Article 5.
CROATIA: “The family shall enjoy special protection of the state.” Title 3, Chapter 3, Article 61.
CUBA: “The State protects the family, motherhood and matrimony. The State recognizes in the family the
fundamental cell of the society, and attributes to it essential responsibilities and functions in the education and
training of the new generations. Marriage is the voluntary established union between a man and a woman.” Chapter 4,
Articles 35 and 36.
CZECH REPUBLIC: “Parenthood and the family are under the protection of the law.” Charter of Fundamental
Rights and Basic Freedoms, Chapter 4, Article 32(1).
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: “All individuals have the right to marry a person of their choice
of the opposite sex and to create a family. The family, the basic unit of the human community, is organized in a way
which ensures its unity, stability and protection. It is placed under the protection of the public authorities.” Title 2,
Chapter 2, Article 40.
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: “The family is the foundation of the society and it is the basic space for the integral
development of persons…. The State guarantees the protection of the family…. The State shall promote and protect
the family organization based on the institution of marriage between a man and a woman.” Title 2, Chapter 1, Section
2, Article 55(2)-(3).
EAST TIMOR: “The State protects the family as the society’s basic unit and condition for the harmonious
development of the person.” Part 2, Title 2, Section 39.1.
ECUADOR: “The State shall protect it as the fundamental core of society and shall guarantee conditions that
integrally favor the achievement of its goals…. Marriage is the union of man and woman.” Title 2, Chapter 6, Article
67.
EQUATORIAL GUINEA: “The state shall ensure the protection of the family as the foundation of the society and
shall secure the moral, cultural and economic conditions favorable to the achievement of objectives.” Part 1, Article
21.
EL SALVADOR: “The family is the fundamental basis of society and shall have the protection of the State… The
legal foundation of the family is marriage.” Title 2, Chapter 2, Section 1, Article 32.
ERITREA: “The State shall encourage values of community solidarity and love and respect of the family…. The
family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and is entitled to the protection and special care of the State and
society.” Chapter 2, Article 9.2; Chapter 3, Article 22.1.
ESTONIA: “The family, being fundamental to the preservation and growth of the nation and as the basis of society
shall be protected by the state.” Chapter 2, Article 27.
ETHIOPIA: “The family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and
the State." Chapter 3, Part 2, Article 34.3.
GABON: “The family is the basic natural unit of society; marriage is the legitimate support of it. They shall be
placed under the particular protection of the State.” Article 1(14).
GERMANY: “Marriage and the family shall enjoy the special protection of the state.” Title 1, Article 6(1).
GHANA: “The protection and advancement of the family as the unit of society are safeguarded in promotion of the
interest of children.” Chapter 5, 28(1)(e).
GREECE: “The family, being the cornerstone of the preservation and the advancement of the Nation, as well as
marriage, motherhood and childhood, shall be under the protection of the State.” Part 2, Article 21.1.
GUATEMALA: “Recognizing the family as the primary and fundamental genesis of the spiritual and moral values
of the society and the State…. The State guarantees the social, economic, and juridical protection of the family.”
Preamble; Title 2, Chapter 2, Section 1, Article 47.
HAITI: “The State protects the family, which is the foundation of society.” Title 10, Article 259.
HONDURAS: “The family, marriage, motherhood and childhood are under the protection of the State.” Part 3,
Chapter 3, Article 111.

HUNGARY: “We hold that the family and the nation constitute the principal framework of our coexistence….
Hungary shall protect the institution of marriage as the union of a man and a woman established by voluntary
decision, and the family as the basis of the nation’s survival.” National Avowal, Foundation, Article L(1).
IRAN: “The family unit is the basis of society, and the true focus for the growth and elevation of mankind. Harmony
of beliefs and aspirations in setting up the family is the true foundation of the movement towards the development
and growth of mankind. This has been a fundamental principle. Providing the opportunities for these objectives to be
reached is one of the duties of the Islamic Government…. Since the family is the fundamental unit of Islamic society,
all laws, regulations, and pertinent programs must tend to facilitate the formation of a family, and to safeguard its
sanctity and the stability of family relations.” Preamble; Chapter 1, Article 10.
IRELAND: “The State recognises the Family as the natural primary and fundamental unit group of Society, and as a
moral institution possessing inalienable and imprescriptible rights, antecedent and superior to all positive law. The
State, therefore, guarantees to protect the Family in its constitution and authority, as the necessary basis of social
order and as indispensable to the welfare of the Nation and the State.” Article 41.1.1°- 2°.
ITALY: “The Republic recognizes the rights of the family as a natural society founded on marriage.” Title 2, Article
29.
KAZAKHSTAN: “Marriage and family, motherhood, fatherhood and childhood shall be under the protection of the
state.” Section 2, Article 27.1.
KENYA: “The family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and the necessary basis of social order, and shall
enjoy the recognition and protection of the State.” Chapter 4, Part 2, Article 45(1).
KOSOVO: “Family enjoys special protection by the state in a manner provided by law.” Chapter 2, Article 37.3.
KUWAIT: “The family is the corner-stone of Society…. Law shall preserve the integrity of the family, strengthen its
ties, and protect under its support motherhood and childhood.” Part 2, Article 9.
KYRGYZ REPUBLIC: “Family shall be the foundation of the society. Family, paternity, maternity and childhood
shall be the subject of care of the entire society and preferential protection by law.” Section 1, Chapter 2, Article 36.1.
LATVIA: “The State shall protect and support marriage – a union between a man and a woman, the family, the rights
of parents and rights of the child.” Chapter 8, Article 110.
LIBYA: “Family shall be the basis of society and shall be protected by the State. The State shall protect and
encourage marriage.” Chapter 1, Article 5.
LITHUANIA: “The family shall be the basis of society and the State. Family, motherhood, fatherhood and childhood
shall be under the protection and care of the State. Marriage shall be concluded upon the free mutual consent of man
and woman.” Chapter 3, Article 38.
LUXEMBOURG: “The State guarantees the natural rights of the human person and of the family.” Chapter 2,
Article 11(1).
MACEDONIA: “The Republic provides particular care and protection for the family.” Section 2, Part 2, Article 40.
MADAGASCAR: “The family, natural and fundamental element of the society, is protected by the State. “The
family, the natural and fundamental element of society, is protected by the State…. The State assures the protection
of the family for its free development as well as that of the mother and the child.” Title 2, Subtitle 2, Articles 20-21.
MALAWI: “The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society
and the State.” Chapter 4, Article 22(1).
MAURITANIA: “The family [is] the basic unit of the Islamic society…. The State and the society protect the
family.” Preamble; Title 1, Article 16.
MOLDOVA: “The family is the natural and fundamental constituent of society, and as such has the right to be
protected by the State and by society. The family is founded on the freely consented marriage of husband and wife.”
Title 2, Chapter 2, Article 48(1)-(2).
MONGOLIA: “The State shall protect the interests of the family, motherhood and the child.” Chapter 2, Article
16.11.
MONTENEGRO: “Family shall enjoy special protection.” Part 2, Section 4, Article 72.
MOZAMBIQUE: “The family is the fundamental unit and the basis of society.” Title 4, Chapter 3, Article 119.1.
NAMIBIA: “The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society
and the State.” Chapter 3, Article 14(3).
NICARAGUA: “The family is the fundamental nucleus of society and has the right to protection by society and the
State.” Title 4, Chapter 4, Article 70.
NIGER: “Marriage and family constitute the natural and moral foundation of the human community. Both are placed
under the protection of the State.” Title 2, Article 21.
NORTH KOREA: “Marriages and the family shall be protected by the State. The State pays great attention to
consolidating the family, the basic unit of social life.” Chapter 5, Article 78.
OMAN: “The family is the basis of society, and the Law regulates the means of protecting it, safeguarding its legal
structure, reinforcing its ties and values, providing care for its members, and creating suitable conditions for the
development of their aptitudes and capabilities.” Chapter 2, Article 12.

PAKISTAN: “The State shall protect the marriage, the family, the mother and the child.” Part 2, Chapter 2.35.
PANAMA: “The State protects marriage, motherhood and the family.” Title 3, Chapter 2, Article 56.
PAPUA NEW GUINEA: “We… call for… the family unit to be recognized as the fundamental basis of our society,
and for every step to be taken to promote the moral, cultural, economic and social standing of the Melanesian
family.” Preamble 1(5).
PARAGUAY: “The family is the foundation of society. Its complete protection will be promoted and guaranteed. It
includes the stable union of a man and a woman, the children, and the community formed with anyone of their
progenitors and their descendants.” Part 1, Title 2, Chapter 4, Article 49.
PERU: “The community and the State… protect the family and promote marriage, which are recognized as natural
and fundamental institutions of society.” Section 1, Chapter 1, Article 4.
PHILIPPINES: “The State recognizes the sanctity of family life and shall protect and strengthen the family as a
basic autonomous social institution…. The State recognizes the Filipino family as the foundation of the nation.
Accordingly, it shall strengthen its solidarity and actively promote its total development. Marriage, as an inviolable
social institution, is the foundation of the family and shall be protected by the State. ” Article 2, Section 12; Article
15, Sections 1-2.
POLAND: “Marriage, being a union of a man and a woman, as well as the family, motherhood and parenthood, shall
be placed under the protection and care of the Republic of Poland.” Chapter 1, Article 18.
PORTUGAL: “As a fundamental element in society, the family shall possess the right to protection by society and
the state and to the effective implementation of all the conditions needed to enable family members to achieve
personal fulfilment.” Title 3, Chapter 2, Article 67.1.
QATAR: “The family is the nucleus of society…. The law regulates the means capable of its protection, maintaining
its structure, strengthening its ties, and safeguarding motherhood, childhood, and old age within its framework.” Part
2, Article 21.
RUSSIA: “Maternity and childhood, and the family shall be protected by the State.” Section 1, Chapter 2, Article 38.
RWANDA: “The family, which is the natural foundation of Rwandan society, is protected by the State. Both parents
have the right and duty to bring up their children. The State shall put in place appropriate legislation and institutions
for the protection of the family and the mother and child in particular in order to ensure that the family flourishes.”
Title 2, Chapter 1, Article 27.
SAINT LUCIA: “Every person in Saint Lucia is entitled to… protection for his family life.” Chapter 1, Article 1(c).
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE: “As the fundamental element of the society, the family has the right to the
protection of the society and of the state.” Part 2, Title 3, Article 50.1.
SAUDI ARABIA (Basic Law of Governance): “The family is the nucleus of Saudi Society…. The state shall aspire
to promote family bonds.” Chapter 3, Articles 9-10.
SENEGAL: “Marriage and the family constitute the natural and moral base of the human community. They are
placed under the protection of the State.” Title 2, Article 17.
SERBIA: “Families, mothers, single parents and any child in the Republic of Serbia shall enjoy special protection.”
Part 2.2, Article 66.
SEYCHELLES: “The State recognises that the family is the natural and fundamental element of society and
undertakes to promote the legal, economic and social protection of the family.” Chapter 3, Part 1, Article 32(1).
SLOVAK REPUBLIC: “Matrimony, parenthood, and family shall be protected by the law.” Title 2, Section 5,
Article 41(1).
SLOVENIA: “The state shall protect the family, motherhood, fatherhood, children and young people and shall create
the necessary conditions for such protection.” Part 2, Article 53.
SOMALIA: “Marriage is the basis of the family, which is the foundation of society. Its protection is a legal duty of
the state.” Chapter 2, Title 2, Article 28(1).
SOUTH SUDAN: “Family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and shall be protected by law. All levels of
government shall promote the welfare of the family and enact the necessary laws for its protection.” Part 2, Article
39(1)-(2).
SPAIN: “The public authorities shall ensure the social, economic and legal protection of the family.” Part 1, Chapter
3, Article 39.1.
SRI LANKA: “The State shall recognize and protect the family as the basic unit of society.” Chapter 6, Article
27(12).
SUDAN: “The family is the natural and fundamental unit of the society and is entitled to the protection of the law;
the right of man and woman to marry and to found a family shall be recognized.” Part 1, Chapter 2, Article 1(15).
SURINAME: “The family is recognized and protected.” Chapter 6, Section 9, Article 35.1.
SWAZILAND: “The family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and is entitled to protection by the
State…. Society and the State have the duty to preserve and sustain the harmonious development, cohesion and
respect for the family and family values.” Chapter 3, Article 27(3) and (5).

SYRIA: “The family shall be the nucleus of society and the law shall maintain its existence and strengthen its ties;
the state shall protect and encourage marriage.” Chapter 1, Part 3, Article 20(1)-(2).
TAJIKISTAN: “The state shall protect the family as the basis of society.” Chapter 2, Article 33.
TOGO: “The state shall have the obligation to assure protection of marriage and the family.” Title 2, Subtitle 1,
Article 31.
TURKEY: “Family is the foundation of the Turkish society… The State shall take the necessary measures and
establish the necessary organization to protect peace and welfare of the family, especially mother and children” Part
2, Chapter 3.1, Article 41.
UGANDA: “The family is the natural and basic unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the State.”
Preamble 19.
UKRAINE: “Marriage shall be based on free consent between a woman and a man…. The family, childhood,
motherhood, and fatherhood shall be under the protection of the State.” Title 2, Article 51.
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: “The family shall be the basis of society. Its support shall be religion, ethics and
patriotism. The law shall guarantee its existence and shall safeguard it and protect it from corruption.” Chapter 2,
Article 15.
URUGUAY: “The family is the basis of our society. The State shall safeguard its moral and material stability so that
children may be properly reared within that society.” Section 2, Chapter 2, Article 40.
UZBEKISTAN: “The family is the primary unit of society and shall have the right to state and societal protection.”
Part 3, Chapter 14, Article 63.
VENEZUELA: “The State shall protect families as a natural association in society, and as the fundamental space for
the overall development of persons.” Title 3, Chapter 5, Article 75.
VIETNAM: “The family is the nucleus of society. The State protects marriage and the family.” Chapter 5, Article
64.
YEMEN: “The family is the basis of society… The law shall maintain the integrity of the family and strengthen its
ties.” Part 1, Chapter 3, Article 26.
ZIMBABWE: “The State and all institutions and agencies of government at every level must protect and foster the
institution of the family.” Chapter 2, Article 25.
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"The family has been the ultimate foundation of every civilization known to history." Will Durant, The Mansions of
Philosophy: A Survey of Human Life and Destiny (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1929), 395. William James Durant
(1885–1981) fue un prolífico autor e historiador. Junto a su esposa, Ariel, escribió una historia mundial de once
volúmenes llamada La Historia de la Civilización (The Story of Civilization). Fueron galardonados con el Premio
Pulitzer y la Medalla Presidencial de la Libertad de los Estados Unidos.
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“In every conceivable manner, the family is link to our past, bridge to our future.” Alex Haley (1921-1992, autor de
Roots: The Saga of an American Family), citado en http://www.alex-haley.com/alex_haley_quotes.htm.
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DECLARACIÓN DE LOS DERECHOS DEL NIÑO (Artículo 2).
DECLARACIÓN UNIVERSAL DE DERECHOS HUMANOS (Artículo 25.2).
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DECLARACIÓN DE LOS DERECHOS DEL NIÑO (Artículo 6).
9
Michael Novak, “The Family Out of Favor,” Harper’s Magazine 252:1511 (1 April 1976), 42. Michael Novak (b.
1933) es autor, filósofo y diplomático, Embajador en la Comisión de Derechos Humanos de Naciones Unidas en
1981 y 1982. Encabezó la Delegación de Estados Unidos en la Conferencia de Cooperación y Seguridad en Europa
en 1986.
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Confucio (551-479 AC; Profesor, político y filósofo chino): “Cuando los ancianos ilustres quisieron poner el
mundo en orden, pusieron primero su nación en orden; para poner su nación en orden, pusieron antes su familia en
orden. Para poner su familia en orden, cultivaron su vida personal,… Cuando cultivaron su vida personal, sus
familias se pusieron en orden, cuando sus familias se pusieron en orden, sus naciones se pusieron en orden, cuando
sus naciones se pusieron en orden, el mundo entero vivió feliz y en paz.” En “The Great Learning,” citado en Will
Durant, The Greatest Minds and Ideas of All Time (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2002), 12; Véase Wing-Tsit Chan,
A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1969), 86-87.
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